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AUSTRALIA

Using as a test the ratio of precipitation to evaporation i e
income in relation to outgo of moisture the point below
which the soil is too dry for the growth of plants is found
Under Australian conditions precipitation must be greater
than one third of evaporation
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RAINFALL VARIABILITY

FIG 50   RAINFALL VARIABILITY
The figures shown on the map are the standard deviation from
the mean annual rainfall shown as a percentage of that mean
The higher the percentage, the less reliable is the rainfall
The continent can thus be marked off into zones according
to the effective rainfall i e for the number of months in
which precipitation is greater or less than one third of
evaporation The result is shown in the table and map on
page 121 The large area (34 per cent ) in which no month